3M 



® 651 736 4517 



10/19/05 10:00 0 : 07/08 NO: 386 



Application No.: 10/731199 



Case No.: 5900tUS002 



Remarks 



'in the Office Action dated June 21, 2005, claims 1-17 were rejected under 35 U.S»C. § 
103 as having been obvious over International Publication 99/219935 or Vitukhnovsky et al. in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,699,597 (Bellman et al). The Bellman el aK patent was cited for 
disclosing thermal transfer^ as that type of transfer is not disclosed in the International 
Publication or Vitukhnovsky et al. 

In accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 103(c)(1), Applicant's representative respectfully submits 
that the Bellman et aL patent is not prior art to the present application. The Bellman et al. patent 
would otherwise only qualify as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) in that it was filed before the 
filing date of the present application but did not publish more than one year before the filing date 
of the present application. The present application and the Bellman et al patent were, at the time 
the invention of the present application was made, subject to an obligation of assignment to 3M 
Innovative Properties Company. In fact, both the present application and the Bellman et aK 
patent have been assigned to 3M Innovative Properties Company^ as evidenced by assignments 
recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office- 

With the Bellman et al. patent disqualified as prior an, the International Publication and 
Vitukhnovsky et al. do not disclose or suggest all elements of claims 1-17* In particular, they do 
not disclose or suggest the use of thermal transfer as claimed. 

In view of the above remarks, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and 
allowance of all pending claims. 
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